
 

Introduction  

Figure 1. Drug offense arrests in California, 2005-2015  

Source: DOJ, 2016. Note: From 2010 to 2011, misdemeanor drug arrests declined sharply as a result of Senate Bill (SB) 1449, which took 

effect on January 1, 2011 and reduced personal possession of marijuana from a misdemeanor to an infraction (SB 1449, 2010).  
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1. Proposition 47 Reduced Inconsistencies in the Classification of Drug Possession Offenses  

Figure 2. Felony and misdemeanor charging for Proposition 47 drug possession offenses, 2010-2015 

   
Source: Los Angeles and San Diego County Prosecution Agencies, 2016 

2. Drug Arrests and Citations Were Increasing in the Years Immediately Preceding Proposition 47  
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Figure 3. Arrests and citations for Proposition 47 drug offenses, by county, 2010-2015 

       
Source: Los Angeles County and San Diego County Law Enforcement Agencies, 2016. 

3. Arrests and Citations Declined After Proposition 47, but Varied by County, City, and Substance  

Figure 4. Arrests and citations for Proposition 47 drug offenses, by jurisdiction, 2010-2015 

    
Source: Los Angeles County and San Diego County Law Enforcement Agencies, 2016. 
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Figure 5. Arrests and citations for Proposition 47 drug offenses, by county and substance, 2010-2015 

Los Angeles County 

            
San Diego County 

            
Source: Los Angeles County and San Diego County Law Enforcement Agencies, 2016. 

 

Conclusion
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Appendix A: Jurisdictions Included in Analysis  

Police and Sheriff's Departments  

Los Angeles County 

Alhambra Police Department Hawthorne Police Department Pomona Police Department 

Arcadia Police Department Hermosa Beach Police Department Redondo Beach Police Department 

Azusa Police Department Huntington Park Police Department San Fernando Police Department 

Baldwin Park Police Department Inglewood Police Department San Gabriel Police Department 

Beverly Hills Police Department Irwindale Police Department San Marino Police Department 

Bell Police Department La Verne Police Department Santa Fe Springs Police Department 

Bell Gardens Police Department Los Angeles Police Department Santa Monica Police Department 

Burbank Police Department Los Angeles Sheriff's Department Sierra Madre Police Department 

Claremont Police Department Long Beach Police Department Signal Hill Police Department 

Culver City Police Department Manhattan Beach Police Department South Gate Police Department 

Downey Police Department Monrovia Police Department South Pasadena Police Department 

El Segundo Police Department Montebello Police Department Torrance Police Department 

Gardena Police Department Monterey Park Police Department Vernon Police Department 

Glendale Police Department Palos Verdes Estates Police Department West Covina Police Department 

Glendora Police Department Pasadena Police Department Whittier Police Department 

San Diego County 

Carlsbad Police Department Escondido Police Department San Diego Harbor Police Department 

Chula Vista Police Department La Mesa Police Department San Diego Police Department 

Coronado Police Department National City Police Department San Diego Sheriff's Department 

El Cajon Police Department Oceanside Police Department San Diego State University Police  

Prosecuting Agencies 

Los Angeles County 

Burbank City Attorney Los Angeles City Attorney Redondo City Prosecutor 

Hawthorne City Attorney Long Beach City Prosecutor Santa Monica City Attorney 

Los Angeles County DA Pasadena City Attorney Torrance City Attorney 

San Diego County 

San Diego County DA San Diego City Attorney  

Note: Covina Police Department is omitted from analysis because it did not maintain historical arrest and citation records. El Monte 

Police Department is omitted because it does not maintain records before 2011. Covina and El Monte are 2 percent of Los Angeles 

County by population (US Census, 2014). Downey Police Department’s HS 11357 data were omitted because the department does not 

retain HS 11357 offense records for more than two years. The Inglewood City Attorney is omitted because the office does not maintain 

records of misdemeanor filings. Omitting a city prosecutor from analysis underreports the number of misdemeanor cases filed in the 

county. However, Inglewood represents 1 percent of the population of Los Angeles County and 0.3 percent of its Proposition 47 drug 

arrests and citations (US Census, 2014; Los Angeles County and San Diego County Law Enforcement Agencies, 2016).  

 

Please note: Jurisdictions submitted data to CJCJ in response to a common Public Records Act request. While every effort 

is made to review data for accuracy, CJCJ is not responsible for data reporting errors by local jurisdictions. 
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